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European Commission - Press release

A new integrated EU policy for the Arctic adopted

Brussels, 27 April 2016

The High Representative and the European Commission set out an integrated response to .
the challenges of the Arctic.

1 The High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and the European Commission have &
today adopted a policy proposal that will guide the actions of the European Union in the Arctic region.
= The European Union will step up its existing action and engagement in the region with 39 actions

focussing on climate change, environmental protection, sustainable development and international
cooperation. The particular importance of research, science and innovation is reflected across these
priority areas.




Alarmist Representation of Polar Amplification
Monthly Global (Red) vs Arctic (Blue) Temperature Anomalies
Smoothed with 84-Month Filter
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Arctic Sea lce: Record Low Maximum
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Thawing of Arctic Permafrost
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International cooperation

Close cooperation with ' Worldwide engagement
our EU Arctic States

Shipping Fauna and Flora Fishing Scientific cooperation Energy Telecommunications



Minimum Arctic sea ice volume
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EU research
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Why do Europe do so much research in the Arctic? Scientist have always loved to explore the unknown, and this is why this begun more than hundred years ago. The uncle of my mother was one of those who died in the Arctic. Head of the Institute of Physics of the University of Milan, he did not return from a disgraced expedition to the North Pole in 1928.
Now we know much more, but despite of that we know that there is so much more to know, and in particular because everything is changing very fast, and those changes are offering new development opportunities for the region, but are also affecting the rest of the planet and in particular the Northern latitudes.

This is in a nutshell why so much Arctic research is carried out and so many research infrastructures are managed by Europe, and why this is considered an EU-wide priority.

Three EU Member States are Arctic states (DK, FI and SE) and Iceland and Norway are associated to the EU Research and Innovation framework programme Horizon 2020 . 

The EU is one of the largest Arctic research funders. They cover a broad range of areas from environment, climate, health, sea mining, fisheries, to the development of opportunities for new economic activities. 







Call 'Blue growth'

BG-09-2016: An mthgrated Arctic observing system (15 m|II|on EUR )

BG-10-2016: Impact o Arctlc changes on the weather and climate of
the Northern Hemisphere (15 million EUR)

BG-11-2017: The effe.& q,f climate change on Arctic permafrost and its
socio-economic impacWitha focus on coastal areas (10 million EUR)
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Presentation Notes
The EU contributes to a better understanding of the developments which the region faces. The EU is expected to maintain its current funding levels for Arctic research under the Horizon 2020 programme (2014-20). The EU has already committed EUR 40million under the 2016-2017 work programme to Arctic related research. This programme will focus on an integrated observing system, studying the impact of Arctic changes on the weather and climate of the northern hemisphere, and the effect of climate change on Arctic permafrost and its socio-economic impacts. 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The EU will continue to promote and facilitate effective international scientific cooperation through supporting transnational access to research infrastructures and open data access
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International scientific cooperation

HORIZON 2020
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Presentation Notes
Science, in particular, can be used as a catalyst to support common understanding and consequently enable joint solutions and foster peaceful cooperation. As a global leader in science Europe is ready to engage more in large scale global scientific collaboration. Europe's Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme is open to the world and enables partnerships between regions and countries to tackle global societal challenges

The EU promotes and facilitates effective international scientific cooperation at different levels and positions itself as a partner for global cooperation, complementary to its Member States in the Arctic Council. The EU will take forward scientific cooperation at international level also within the framework of the Transatlantic Ocean (and Arctic) Research Alliance  launched by the Galway Statement on Atlantic Ocean Cooperation in May 2013, which involves Canada, the EU and the US. 
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